CLAIMS 



1 A sound generation arrangement for a computing system, comprising: 

a predetermined sound generation arrangement to generate sound according to primary 
sound instructions implemented in the computing system; 

a monitor arrangement to monitor for predetermined evidence of occurrence of ancillary 
sound instructions which differ from said primary sound instructions; and 

an ancillary waveform library arrangement containing predetermined ancillary waveforms, 
and adapted to use said predetermined ancillary waveforms to emulate predetermined ancillary 
sounds responsive to an ancillary sound instruction as monitored by said monitor arrangement 

2. A sound generation arrangement as claimed in claim 1, wherein said monitor 
arrangement is a snoop arrangement adapted to snoop a predetermined communication path for 
occurrence of said ancillary sound instructions. 

3. A sound generation arrangement as claimed in claim 1, wherein said monitor 
arrangement is a snoop arrangement adapted to snoop a predetermined storage location for 
occurrence of said ancillary sound instructions. 

4. A sound generation arrangement as claimed in claim 1, wherein said monitor 
arrangement is arranged to monitor a state of an ancillary sound generation arrangement as 
indication of occurrence of said ancillary sound instructions. 
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5. A sound generation arrangement as claimed in claim 1, wherein said monitor 
arrangement is responsive to an interrupt as evidence of occurrence of said ancillary sound 
instructions. 

6. A sound generation arrangement as claimed in claim 1 ? wherein said sound 
generation arrangement is adapted to operation in accordance with an Audio Codec (AC) '97 
specification, and wherein said ancillary sound instruction is a pre- AC '97 sound instruction. 

7. A sound generation arrangement as claimed in claim 1, wherein said sound 
generation arrangement is provided at least partially as part of a chipset. 

8. A sound generation arrangement as claimed in claim 1, wherein said primary sound 
instructions are instructions in accordance with a contemporary sound specification, whereas said 
ancillary sound instructions are instructions with a legacy sound specification. 

9. A chipset comprising: 

a predetermined sound generation arrangement to generate sound according to primary 
sound instructions implemented in a computing system; 

a monitor arrangement to monitor for predetermined evidence of occurrence of ancillary 
sound instructions which differ from said primary sound instructions; and 
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an ancillary waveform library arrangement containing predetermined ancillary waveforms, 
and adapted to use said predetermined ancillary waveforms to emulate predetermined ancillary 
sounds responsive to an ancillary sound instruction as monitored by said monitor arrangement. 

10. A chipset as claimed in claim 9, wherein said monitor arrangement is a snoop 
arrangement adapted to snoop a predetermined communication path for occurrence of said 
ancillary sound instructions. 

11. A chipset as claimed in claim 9, wherein said monitor arrangement is a snoop 
arrangement adapted to snoop a predetermined storage location for occurrence of said ancillary 
sound instructions. 

12. A chipset as claimed in claim 9, wherein said monitor arrangement is arranged to 
monitor a state of an ancillary chipset as indication of occurrence of said ancillary sound 
instructions. 

13. A chipset as claimed in claim 9, wherein said monitor arrangement is responsive to 
an interrupt as evidence of occurrence of said ancillary sound instructions. 

14. A chipset as claimed in claim 9, wherein said sound generation arrangement is 
adapted to operation in accordance with an Audio Codec (AC) '97 specification, and wherein said 
ancillary sound instruction is a pre- AC '97 sound instruction. 
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15. A chipset as claimed in claim 9 y wherein said primary sound instructions are 
instructions in accordance with a contemporary sound specification, whereas said ancillary sound 
instructions are instructions with a legacy sound specification. 

16. A system comprising; 

a predetermined sound generation arrangement to generate sound according to primary 
sound instructions implemented in the computing system; 

a monitor arrangement to monitor for predetermined evidence of occurrence of ancillary 
sound instructions which differ from said primary sound instructions; and 

an ancillary waveform library arrangement containing predetermined ancillary waveforms, 
and adapted to use said predetermined ancillary waveforms to emulate predetermined ancillary 
sounds responsive to an ancillary sound instruction as monitored by said monitor arrangement. 

17. A system as claimed in claim 16, wherein said monitor arrangement is a snoop 
arrangement adapted to snoop a predetermined communication path for occurrence of said 
ancillary sound instructions. 

18. A system as claimed in claim 1 6, wherein said monitor arrangement is a snoop 
arrangement adapted to snoop a predetermined storage location for occurrence of said ancillary 
sound instructions. 
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19. A system as claimed in claim 16, wherein said monitor arrangement is arranged to 
monitor a state of an ancillary system as indication of occurrence of said ancillary sound 
instructions. 

20. A system as claimed in claim 16, wherein said monitor arrangement is responsive 
to an interrupt as evidence of occurrence of said ancillary sound instructions. 

21 . A system as claimed in claim 16, wherein said sound generation arrangement is 
adapted to operation in accordance with an Audio Codec (AC) '97 specification, and wherein said 
ancillary sound instruction is a pre- AC '97 sound instruction. 

22. A system a claimed in claim 16, wherein said sound generation arrangement is 
provided at least partially as part of a chipset. 

23. A system as claimed in claim 16, wherein said primary sound instructions are 
instructions in accordance with a contemporary sound specification, whereas said ancillary sound 
instructions are instructions with a legacy sound specification. 

24. A sound generation arrangement for a computing system, comprising; 
predetermined sound generation means for generating sound according to primary sound 

instructions implemented in the computing system; 
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monitor means for monitoring for predetermined evidence of occurrence of ancillary 
sound instructions which differ from said primary sound instructions; and 

ancillary waveform library means for containing predetermined ancillary waveforms, and 
for using said predetermined ancillary waveforms to emulate predetermined ancillary sounds 
responsive to an ancillary sound instruction as monitored by said monitor means. 

25. A sound generation arrangement as claimed in claim 24, wherein said monitor 
arrangement is a snoop means is for snooping a predetermined communication path for 
occurrence of said ancillary sound instructions. 

26. A sound generation arrangement as claimed in claim 24 ? wherein said monitor 
arrangement is a snoop means is for snooping a predetermined storage location for occurrence of 
said ancillary sound instructions. 

27. A sound generation arrangement as claimed in claim 24, wherein said monitor 
arrangement is arranged to monitor a state of an ancillary sound generation arrangement as 
indication of occurrence of said ancillary sound instructions. 

28. A sound generation arrangement as claimed in claim 24, wherein said monitor 
arrangement is responsive to an interrupt as evidence of occurrence of said ancillary sound 
instructions. 
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29. A sound generation arrangement as claimed in claim 24, wherein said sound 
generation means is for operating in accordance with an Audio Codec (AC) '97 specification, and 
wherein said ancillary sound instruction is a pre- AC '97 sound instruction. 

30. A sound generation arrangement as claimed in claim 24, wherein said sound 
generation means is provided at least partially as part of a chipset. 

31. A sound generation arrangement as claimed in claim 24, wherein said primary 
sound instructions are instructions in accordance with a contemporary sound specification, 
whereas said ancillary sound instructions are instructions with a legacy sound specification. 

32. A sound generation arrangement for a computing system, comprising: 

a snoop arrangement to snoop for indication of occurrence of a predetermined legacy 
sound instruction; and 

a legacy waveform library arrangement containing predetermined legacy waveforms, and 
adapted to use said predetermined legacy waveforms to emulate predetermined legacy sounds 
responsive to a snooped legacy sound instruction as snooped by said snoop arrangement. 

33 . A sound generation arrangement for a computing system, comprising: 

a monitor arrangement to monitor for indication of occurrence of a predetermined legacy 
sound instruction; and 
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a legacy waveform library arrangement containing predetermined legacy waveforms, and 
adapted to use said predetermined legacy waveforms to emulate predetermined legacy sounds 
responsive to a legacy sound instruction indicated by said monitor arrangement. 
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